Guidelines for Starting a New Team in the

Mabel League

· www.mabelleague.com – become familiar with this website, it contains: info about the league and executive, a list of important dates, list of teams, standings, the season schedule, the constitution, etc.

· The Mabel League is divided into 3 “pods” – Advanced, Intermediate, and Recreational. As a new team, you may automatically be placed in the Recreational pod. However, you may request a higher pod based on your teams’ skill level.

1) Get your players: the number of players you have depends on what you want. 

Teams often have 15-20 players. League players must be 19 yrs of age and each player must have a Softball BC membership ($10 lifetime membership) as this provides insurance – get application forms from the League Registrar. These forms are mailed directly to Softball BC with $10, be sure to keep the card portion. That is your membership.

2) Team Rep: Designate a team member to be your team representative. This 

person must attend League Meetings (once a month). This is an info exchange so your team is aware of what’s going on in the League. Meetings are most often held at 7 pm at 1827 Adanac. Be sure to sign in once you are there.

3) Equipment: 

· you’ll need the usual balls, bats and gloves, but also catcher’s 

gear and batting helmets (you’ll need five). You can get e.g. softballs in bulk for cheaper – a box of 12 for $70 ask other teams where they get their supply.

· The ‘home team’ is responsible for setting up the field prior to game start so your team will also need:

bases with fastening pegs (1st base has an orange safety bag), home plate, measuring tape, and hammer. See Softball BC rulebook for field dimensions.

Game ball – home team must supply new (near new) game ball to ump, visitors supply an additional near new ball.

· First Aid Kit – have one, and be sure it includes cold packs.

· Scorebook – each team is responsible for keeping score. Do not tear out pages once game is done, because you have to turn in the scorebook to the League Scorekeeper.

· Uniforms – uniform style and type is pretty casual. Each team needs a unique team colour scheme for safety reasons. All new team colours and changes to team colours must be approved by the UIC to ensure this. Uniforms that do not meet this requirement may not be able to be worn for league play.  

4) Money:


(ONLY CHEQUES OR MONEY ORDERS ARE ACCEPTED BY THE LEAGUE)

· March - new teams must pay $100 team registration to the League 

(see website to confirm date and amount).

· June – all teams must have paid the balance of their league fees about $350 

· May – L’il Tournament: is a Mabel League Tournament, is an optional tournie emphasizing fun. Costumes are encouraged. Entry fees usually set around $240.

5) Mandatory League Fundraising: Each team must fundraise for the League (this 

keeps our League Fees down). Traditionally, this has taken the form of “Chocolate Almond” box sales. Each team must sell a determined number of cases. This year teams who notify the league before the chocolates are ordered will be able to opt out of selling chocolates if they contribute money equal to the money the league raises from the chocolates instead. Exact amount to be announced.  Date TBA.

6) Team Roster: at about the time League Fees are due, so is your team roster. 

The League Registrar will hand out forms during one of the team rep meetings. Fill out the form with all your players’ names, address, Softball BC #’s, birthdates, etc. and return the form to the Registrar.

Note: Players must be on the roster to play. Players must play in 5 season games in order to play in the Finals Tournament.

7) Base Umping: All teams are responsible for providing base umps for league 

games (about 9 games). Your designated base ump(s) must have attended the Base Ump clinic in the past two years in order to base ump a game. The (free) clinic is generally held in April (check website to confirm date). At this time, your team will sign up to base ump scheduled games. Failure to show up to a game your team is signed up to base-ump usually results in a monetary fine.
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